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BACKGROUND/OBJECTIVES:  School-based reproductive health education is the front line 
of deterrence efforts to prevent the spread of HIV among America 's adolescents. This study 
examines changes be tween 1988 and 1995 in the prevalence, subject matter, and timing of 
AIDS, abstinence, and other reproductive health education obtained by males ages 15 -19. In 
addition, we compare differences in the receipt of reproductive health education between 
adolescent males and females.  
METHODS:  We analyze nationally representative data from the 1988 and 1995 National 
Surveys of Adolescent Males (NSAM). Comparable data for females are drawn from the 1995 
National Survey of Family Growth (NSFW We measure the preval ence, subject matter and 
timing of reproductive health education and test for 1) chaws between 1988 and 1995, 2) 
differences by young men 's demographic traits and 3) differences between adolescent males and 
females in 1995. Life table methods are used to adjust for censoring in the timing of education 
receipt.  
RESULTS: In 199, 97.7% of teenage men report receiving some formal instruction about 
AIDS, STDs, birth control, or abstinence.  Between 1988 and 1995, there were large increases in 
the percent of teenage men receiving instruction about AIDS (72.8% to 96.5%, P<. 001 ) and 
abstinence (58% to 74.5%,Pd.001). The median age at first instruction AIDS declined from age 
I7 to age 13, although non-Hispanic blacks reported a median age one year older (age 14) than 
other males. Between 1988 and 1995 the percent of sexually experienced teenage boys receiving 
AIDS education prior to first intercourse increased substantially (18.5% to 65.8%, P<. 001). 
Non-Hispanic blacks were significantly less likely (P<.001) than  other males to receive any 
reproductive health education or AIDS education specifically prior to first intercourse. In 1995, 
the median age at first receipt of AIDS education is one Year Younger for girls than boys (age 
14 versus age 13), and girls are si gnificantly more likely to receive  AIDS education prior to first 
intercourse (69.4% to 57.8%, p<. 001).  
CONCIUSIONS: Changes in the subject matter and timing of reproductive health education 
mean that schools play an increasingly important role in providi ng adolescents with information 
about preventing the spread of HIV. Further efforts should focus on providing reproductive 
health education at younger ages to assure its receipt prior to first intercourse, and should focus 
on diminishing gaps in access by race.  
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